In two experiments involving word-stem completion, an advantage was found for errorless over errorful-learning conditions, for both severely and moderately memory-impaired participants. This advantage did not depend on the implicit/explicit nature of the question asked. Additional tests showed that subsequent recognition of target items was good for both groups, but only in the absence of lures derived from participants' prior errors. Source-memory was shown to be virtually absent in the severely impaired group and only weakly present in the moderately impaired group. This combination of results suggests that preserved implicit memory, in the absence of explicit memory, is sufficient for an errorless-learning advantage to accrue.
Introduction
Errorless learning is a teaching technique whereby people are prevented, as far as possible, from making mistakes, while they are learning a new skill or acquiring new information. Instead of teaching by demonstration, which may involve the learner in trial-and-error, the experimenter, therapist or teacher presents the correct information or procedure in a way that minimises the possibility of erroneous responses.
Although the errorless-learning technique was first applied in an animal-learning setting (Terrace, 1963 (Terrace, , 1966 , its application was soon extended to children with developmental learning difficulties (e.g., Sidman & Stoddard, 1967) . More recently, the technique has become important in relation to people with memory impairments. For example, Baddeley and Wilson (1994) found that every one of 16 people with amnesia learned better if prevented from making mistakes during learning. As a result, errorless-learning principles were quickly adopted in the rehabilitation of memory- * Corresponding author. Baddeley, Evans, & Shiel, 1994; Wilson & Evans, 1996) . Baddeley and Wilson (1994) believed errorless learning was superior to trial-and-error because of the effects of each on implicit memory. The term implicit is used to refer to memories whose effects are evident in the absence of conscious recollection of the prior experience on which the memory is based. By contrast, explicit memory requires such recollection. According to Baddeley and Wilson (1994) , because the people with amnesia could not use explicit memory effectively, they were forced to rely largely on implicit memory for task-performance following both types of learning. Given that implicit memory does not permit discrimination between correct responses and errors, simply making an incorrect response may reinforce the error by priming it.
Although Baddeley and Wilson (1994) believed the efficacy of errorless learning as a teaching technique for memory-impaired people was thus attributable to the role
